I. History and presentation of the UK

· The major countries of the British isles that used to form a mere geographical unity came to be politically united

· This union is gradual; it took hundreds years and involved lot of wars, particularly between England, the chief invader, and the rest of the nations of the British isles

II.1. The different stages of the formation of the UK

II.1.1. The incorporation of Wales into England

· In 1282 Edward king of England annexed Wales and gave his eldest son the title Prince of Wales, which became a tradition (Prince Charles, the eldest son of the current Queen, Elizabeth II, bears the symbolic title of “Prince of Wales”) 

· In 1284 under the Statute of Ruddlan Wales became part of England

· In the Laws in Wales Act 1536-42 under king Henry VIII (from the Welsh Tudor dynasty) Wales became officially and legally  incorporated in the kingdom of England

· II.1.2. The Union between England and Scotland

· The union of Crown of England and Scotland under James VI of Scotland (who became James I of England) after the death in 1603 of his childless cousin Elizabeth I Queen of England

· James I proclaimed himself king of Great Britain, heralding then the birth of a united kingdom

· About a century later, the Scottish Parliament, and then English Parliament, under the reign of Queen Ann, passed a law (Union with Scotland 1707) that united the two kingdoms and the two parliaments under the name of the United Kingdom of Great Britain

II.1.3. The union between Great Britain and Ireland

· In 1801 the British and the Irish Parliaments passed an Act of union, giving birth to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland

II.1.4 The partition of Ireland

· The Government of Ireland Act 1920 passed by the British Parliament (meant to divide Ireland into two self-governing nations, but within the UK)

· In 1922 independence was granted to Ireland that became the Irish Free State. The day following this independence, 6 counties (in the north: Northern Ireland) out of the 32 counties of Ireland seceded from the Irish Free State to join back the United Kingdom. The remaining 26 counties (in the south: Southern Ireland) became later a free Republic in 1949

· Since 1922 Southern Ireland is no more part of the UK 

· Consequently, the official name of the kingdom (the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland) changed into the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

· This official name, a bit long, is generally shortened to the United Kingdom or the UK and sometimes Great Britain or Britain

· The terms “Great Britain” and “Britain” are used for convenience; but they are theoretically inappropriate synonyms of the UK insofar as Northern Ireland - a country of the UK - is not part of Great Britain

· For convenience also, the term “British” people refer today not only to the inhabitants of Great Britain (England, Scotland, Wales), but also, by extension, to those of the whole UK (including then the Northern Irish)

II.2. Presentation of the UK

· The Uk is a constitutional Monarchy with the queen as Head of the State

· Its capital city is London, and the major British political institutions are in London 

· It is the fifth World Power after the USA, China, Japan, and Germany

· The flag of the UK is called the union of flags or the Union Jack, and is the combination of the Flags of England, Scotland and Ireland

· The motto of the UK is “Dieu et mon droit”

· The National Anthem of the UK is “God save the Queen” 

God save our gracious Queen,
Long live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen!
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us,
God save the Queen!

O lord God arise,
Scatter our enemies,
And make them fall!
Confound their knavish tricks,
Confuse their politics,
On you our hopes we fix,
God save the Queen! 
· The UK is part of international organizations such as the United Nations, the NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization), the IMF (International Monetary Fund), the WTO (World Trade Organization), the G8 (the Group of eight, that is the 8 richest industrial democracies including France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the UK, the USA, Canada, and Russia, today G7 after the suspension of Russia in 2014 due to the annexion of Crimea)

· In 1973 the UK joined the EEC (European Economic Community) renamed in 1993 the EU (European Union)

· This entrance was confirmed by a referendum held in 1975 also called the common market referendum in which 67% of the electorate voted in favour of the EEC membership 

· On 23 June 2016 the British government organized a referendum to decide whether the UK should remain in or leave the EU. The leave won by 52% to 48%. The majority of English and Welsh cast their vote for the leave, but in Scotland and Northern Ireland, the majority of electorates voted in favour of remaining, which can probably strengthen the Nationalist Parties in these two countries

· This withdrawal is commonly referred to as the “Brexit” which is the combination of two words: “Britain” and “exit”

· The day following the election, the Prime Minister David Cameron resigned as he lost the referendum and is replaced by the former home secretary Theresa May

· The withdrawal of the UK from the EU is not yet effective; the Prime Minister, May, promised to start the separation process by the end of March 2017

· With reference to the Lisbon Treaty that specifies that the two sides have two years to agree with the terms of the divorce once the process is started, the Brexit can still take lot of months before being official

